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Summary Description of Tactical Air Navigation (TACAN) Facility {Building Mo, 9404)

Lavout

Building No. 9400 is a small, 343 square-foot, one-story, concrete bleck building with a shed roof. The
concrete block used on the building is a squarc-face block, Tail up in a stacked bond. Other than personnel
doers-and a Touvered vent, there is no other fenestration pattern to the buikling. The interior of the building
was not inspeoted.

Alterations/Additions

There have been o alterations or addinons made 1o Building No. 9400

Funetion
Building No. 9400 housed Platsburgh AFB’s seplusticated air navigation equipment.
Significance

Plattsburgh AFR is situated in a region ol the country that experiences harsh winters. This is further
compounded by its proximity te Lake Champlain.  Sophisticated air navigation and guidance svstems
werecritical to-any Strategic At Command {SAC) installation providing landing and takeof! eapabilities,
but it was particularly vital to Plattsburgh AFBL where severe weather conditions often limited visibility,
necessitating the use of instrument guidance vather than visual observation.  Accordingly, because
Building Ne. 9400 was eritical fo the SAC readiness mission, it was a critical element in the Cold War
deterrence of Soviet agaression. The building wis uscd throughout the Cold War-era through 1988,

Sources

Hopkins, [.C. and Sheldon A. Goldberg

1986 The Development of Strategic Air Commuand I946-T986 (The Fortieth Anniversary History),
Office of the Migtorian, Headquarters Strategie Asr Command, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, |
September,

Poreello, 1.
1967 "Missile'Sites Get Peacetul Use™ tn Herald American “Empive, ” Juue 4,

Tetra Tech Ine,

1995 Swrvey of Cold War-Fira Buildings and Srructures af Plansburgh Aiv Force Base, Clintan County,
New York,  Prepared for the U.S. Department of the Air Force, Air Foree Center for
Environmental Excellence, Brooks Air Force Base, Texas.

United States Air Porce

1961 Plattshurgh AFB Real Property Accountable Record, 1961-1989,
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United States Alr Force
’}i}ﬁé Platsburgh AFB Real Property Inventory Detatl List.

1.8, Bepartment of the Alr Foree, AirForce Center for Environmental Excellence.
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Volumes. Land 1T, June.
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